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News and views from our local branch!

OUR BRANCH AND PARTNER AGENCIES 

At our Branch meeting in May, a group of ten 

agreed to help with this summer’s new partner 

agency exploration.  They did initial research for 

homeless, vet, and Hispanic agencies with clients 

who could use our help (the branch’s original 

focus); made introductory inquiry calls; made 

follow up calls; met to establish priorities for 

visitation; prepared for and arranged visitation with 

team members/agencies and visited potential new 

agencies; recorded agency information and 

observations; shared that info with other agency 

visitors; helped determine which visited agencies 

would be invited to be partner agencies in 2014; and 

established ratings for them and our current 

agencies. That was a big undertaking and they did a 

great job. 

Our goal is to have a good working relationship 

with partner agencies who serve a needy clientele 

who need our gifts.  In return, agencies must 

register with our national organization, provide us 

with realistic numbers of their clients in the 

different categories – men, teen, elementary, 

women, infant, etc. – and indicate what specific 

items – tops, bottoms, outerwear, footwear, undies, 

toiletries, etc. – are needed by those people.  These 

figures are put into the computer and used to 

allocate items for distribution through which 

agencies. This is based on the number of items 

available, ratings of the agencies, and the number of 

needy they serve in each category.  This process is 

labor intense, but we feel it’s worth the effort to 

fairly share our gifts. 

We anticipate having six new agencies this year.  

(See * list later in article.)  The Lighthouse was 

broken into during this process and severe 

vandalism occurred. We will follow up with them 

before our October Ingathering to see if they are 

ready to receive and distribute our gifts. We, also, 

have three potential new agencies that have been 

targeted for future consideration. 

Many communications went out informing agencies 

who did not meet our expectations of their situation 

and inviting others to the big August and October 

Branch distributions.  We were very disappointed 

that two of our invited agencies did not come to 

pick up our back to school donations as agreed 

upon.  These agencies will be reviewed again before 

Ingathering and their participation level will be 

determined. 

Partner agencies are rated from 10 (the highest) to 3 

(the lowest) at least annually.  These ratings are 

based on the true needs of their clients (needy under 

the law), other available resources of similar items 

for their clients,  the established method and 

frequency the agency has for distributing our gifts, 

the ease with which we can communicate with the 

agency contact, and  how they work cooperatively 

with the branch.   

The number in brackets in the list below is the 

number of needy individuals in the care of the 

agency who were reported needing our help.  They 

total 13,727 people.  That’s a lot of socks, undies, 

tops, bottoms, towels, etc. that are needed. We’ve 

given 32,455 new items so far this year which is 

amazing, but that only averages 2+ items per person 

in need.   

Southampton Branch Partner Agency List    

August 2014 
  

 1. Belmont Center for Human Development (200)  

 2. Bethesda Project, Inc.  (2,000)  

 3. Casa De Carmen  (3,500)   * 

 4. College Settlement Camps (500)        

 5. Concilio  (150)   * 



 6. Consortium (147)   possible  

 7. Impact Services (2,300)   

 8. Mercy Hospice for Women and Children (138)  * 

 9. Nationalities Service Center  (100)   * 

10. No Longer Bound   (1,342)  

11. Phila. DHS Children and Youth (3,200)   

12. Seeds of Love  (150)   

13. The Lighthouse  (4,000)  * possible  

14. Today, Inc. (400)         

15. Veterans Comfort House  (400)  * 

  

One Philadelphia Taney Dragons Little League 

team parent reported they were a” team” first – 

Together Everyone Achieves More. When we work 

together as partners in NGA, the same can be said. 

 

 

Randy, from Impact Services, almost met his match in 

packing our gifts in June.  He brought a van to the Back 

to School Distribution in August. 

 

 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
 (With apologies to William Shakespeare!) 

By Doris Woodrow 
 

The Needlework Guild of America – the name of 

our organization.  Thinking about each of the 

words, we all know what “Needlework” and 

“America” mean, but what about “Guild?”  It's an 

old-fashioned term that we don't hear very often.  

The dictionary states its meaning as:  “An 

association or organization of persons with related 

interests and goals and of similar occupations or 

trades.  In medieval times it described a group of 

artisans who bonded together not only for mutual 
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aid and protection, but to maintain craft standards to 

keep the quality of their products consistent.” 
 

The word “Guild” has ancient Germanic and Dutch 

roots.  Some synonyms are: club, association, 

cooperative, lodge, brotherhood, order, society, 

league, union, company, sisterhood, sorority, and 

corporation.  Can you think of anymore? 
 

So, considering the definition of the word “Guild,” 

it does seem that it is an appropriate one for our 

group.  We are bonded together by our related 

interests and goals, we maintain high standards in 

what we buy and distribute, and we work 

cooperatively to provide new clothing, toiletries and 

linens to our neighbors in need.  Our branch proudly 

wears the title, “Southampton Branch of the 

Needlework Guild of America.” 

 

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH  

AND UNITED WAY 
 

In New Jersey and many parts of Pennsylvania, the 

Southampton Branch of NGA, Inc. UWGPSNJ 

United Way Donor Choice number is 024360.  In 

Bucks County, donors must specify the 

Southampton Branch of NGA, C/o M. Trembath, 7 

Kay Drive, Churchville, PA 18966 for their 

donation to reach us.  Tell others of these United 

Way – Southampton Branch Donor Choice 

Opportunities. 
 

ANYONE CAN HELP  

By Lynn Castle 

 

Jennifer was in a bad way. She had a badly broken ankle 

and an active two year old! As many of you know, a two 

year old can be a handful! I went over a few times to 

help out in any way I could.  I had almost forgotten that 

keeping a two year old busy is hard work.  

  

The next time I visited Jenn, I took something for both 

of them to do that would help us.  I had just purchased 

tons of infant socks (at a great price) and they all needed 

to be stickered and sorted. I thought Jenn could sit, sort, 

and sticker, and Nathan could help me sticker. He loved 

picking off the stickers and handing them to me! He felt 

so proud to be a helper and Jenn felt good that she was 

helping others and being productive. 

  

It was great for me to have their help and to tell her 

about our NGA branch and all the assistance we offer 

people in need!  



KIDS AND POVERTY 
By Sylvia Amato 

  

“What's for dinner, Mom?”  “Aren't there any 

snacks, Grandmom?”  Not only are there no 

“snacks,” there is no dinner for many children in 

this country.  We so often think of “hungry” kids as 

statistics in third-world countries.  But! 
 

“Where do we sleep tonight, Dad?”  “Where are my 

clothes, Mom?”  Not only are there hungry kids in 

the U.S., there are many “homeless” children whose 

parent/s have lost the ability to house their kids in a 

suitable and safe environment.  These are the 

“hidden” children who carry their clothes and 

belongings in a backpack.  These are the kids who 

use bathrooms at fast-food restaurants and wash up 

there as well.  Even airport and bus terminal 

bathrooms have been known as stop-overs for 

homeless kids. 

 

How do these kids go to school?  With great 

difficulty!   It's hard enough to find places to do 

schoolwork, but a child's ability to fit in is so often 

determined by his/ her appearance.  Self-image 

depends on wearing clothing that one's peers wear.  

But the challenge of not only having the clothes but 

keeping them washed can be overwhelming for the 

poor, homeless or not. 
 

The National Center for Children in Poverty of 

Columbia University shows that more than 

16,000,000 American kids live in families whose 

incomes fall below the federal poverty level.  That 

would be $23,550 per year for a family of four.  In 

this country, 45% of children now live in low-

income working families whose parents' low wages 

and unstable employment leave their families 

struggling to make ends meet.   Risks of poor 

mental and physical health are greatest for children 

who experience poverty when they are young and/ 

or experience “deep and persistent” poverty for 

most of their lives.  There are statistics that break 

down age ranges for kids in poverty.  For example, 

49% (11.5 million) kids under 6 live in low-income 

families; 45% (10.9 million) 6-11 year-olds do also; 

and 41% (10 million) of 12-17 year-olds live in 

poverty.  Frightening numbers.  The sad fact is that 

the percentage of kids in low-income families (poor 

and near-poor) has been on the rise – from 40% in 

2006 to 45% in 2011. 
 

Black, American Indian, and Hispanic children are 

disproportionately low income kids.  Hispanic 

children represent the largest share of poor children 

with 66% living below the poverty level.  Studies 

show that 65% of African-American children live 

below the poverty level.  The largest group of poor 

children (4.1 million) is white kids in middle 

childhood (ages 6-11).  It's significant to note that 

70% of 6 -11 year-olds with a single parent live in 

low income families. 
 

While some improvements in education and health 

care/ health insurance have been made, the burdens 

of poverty fall most heavily on children.  Poverty is 

the single greatest threat to American children's 

well-being and their futures.  Agencies that reach 

out to help alleviate the conditions of poverty need 

all the help and support that can be given. 

 

Hopefully, NGA will continue to grow its mission. 

 

 

10 REASONS WE WORK FOR NGA 
(And maybe you will, too!) 

By Doris Woodrow 

WE: 

1. Sharpen our eyesight by constantly scanning for 

bargains when we shop. 

2.  Have jobs for everyone: children, teens, adults 

and seniors. 

3.  Organize and run two exciting fund-raising 

auctions each year.      

4.  Get free exercise at working sessions carrying 

and sorting bags of purchases. 

5.  Enjoy fellowship at our twice-yearly 

luncheon/business meetings. 

6.  Go on big shopping sprees to buy lots of goodies 

for others. 

7.  Love attending our Ice-Cream Social each June. 

8.  Donate unused treasures for the auction to raise 

money. 

9.  Expand friendships while involved in different 

NGA activities. 

10.  Have fun while we work together to help our 

neighbors in need. 
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“The test of our progress is not whether we add 

more to the abundance of those who have 

much.  It is whether we provide enough for 

those who have little.”    

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 



 
They came dressed for the occasion and won an ice cream 

scoop for top honors in the best-dressed beach parade. 

 

 

OUR 7
TH

 BRANCH 

 ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
 

On Friday evening, June 6
th

, 60 enthusiastic NGA 

members gathered for a “Day at the Beach” ice 

cream social.  As is our custom, folks were 

encouraged to come dressed for the occasion.  And 

come they did.  We had varied activities all relating 

to NGA. We had a fashion parade, made mobiles, 

wrote limericks, heard jokes, played games, ate 

great ice cream creations, held a mini-auction, had 

lucky winners, and enjoyed a special inter-

generational evening of fun and celebration of our 

branch and our accomplishments.  

 

 

  
Master ice cream scooper and kitchen coordinator Tom 

stands by one of our special beach towel displays.  What 

fun we had at the beach! 
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LIMERICKS FROM A “DAY AT THE BEACH” 

Tables worked together on these clever ditties. 

 

Winner: 
 

There once was a branch of NGA 

Who collected new clothes to give away 

Who labeled and tagged 

Who sorted and bagged 

And they did all this without pay.  

 

There once was a branch of NGA 

Who always gave new clothes away 

There were shirts, socks, and shoes 

In reds, yellows, and blues  

And people were happy all day! 

 

There once was a branch of NGA 

Who gave away clothes everyday 

They worked hard “togetha” 

It was such a “pleasuh” 

To help other folks in this way. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Forty-one people helped at the back to school give-

away. 
 

These 41 volunteers (elementary age through mature 

adults) filled 86 different work shifts. 
 

There were seven opportunities to help –setting up the 

tables, room, and stage; organizing like items for sorting, 

stickering, and allocating; four sessions of counting, 

labeling, allocating and packing; and distributing our 

donations to partner agencies, room breakdown and 

clean up. 
 

Several hours were spent by volunteers prior to the big 

event updating information and communicating with our 

partner agencies, inputting info in the computer, 

securing stickers and labels for the job, preparing forms 



and distribution bags, shopping for needed items - to 

name a few.   
 

Every volunteer, regardless of the task or time donated, 

made a huge difference in the success of our event.  
 

Thanks one and all!  

 

BACK TO SCHOOL GIVE AWAY  

By Lynn Castle 
 

In August, the Southampton Branch had a large 

back to school give away.  Lots of socks, 

underwear, diapers, clothes, and toiletries were 

distributed that are sure to help our many agencies 

support their clients.  We gave a total of 16,397 

items through 9 different agencies. Wow!  
 

Many volunteers, both new recruits and seasoned 

veterans, put in numerous hours preparing the 

items.  For example, Pam came for the first time 

this year and was in awe of what was accomplished 

in just 2 days.  She was also impressed that the give 

away was so well organized.  Joanie thought the 

give away went really smoothly, saying that there 

was great “calm under pressure” feeling throughout.  

Laura heard about the give away through emails, 

cards, and in her church bulletin.  She and her 

husband Bob said it was fun working with nice, 

caring people.  They also had an opportunity to visit 

some of our new partner agencies.  Bob said he 

wanted to be involved in the give away so that he 

could better get to know the agencies he visited.   
 

Doris did a lot of purchasing for the give away this 

summer.  Once, while babysitting, she took her two 

young grandsons to buy boys underwear for NGA.  

She was able to explain about the “needy children” 

that these items were going to help.  They both 

helped check out the items and were so excited to 

participate.  One even told the cashier that the items 

were for charity.   
 

Many hands helped the back to school give away 

come together.  Many children and families were 

made ready to start school feeling good about the 

way they looked in their new clothes.  

 

You too can join us at our monthly working 

sessions! The next one is October 8th from 9am to 

12pm in the all-purpose room of the North and 

Southampton Reformed Church in Churchville. 
 

 

 
 

More fun at the beach for all ages. 

 

THE SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH… 

A COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE  

AT WORK 

 

Our volunteers (men, women, and kids of all ages) 

work many tireless hours collecting new clothes, 

linens, and toiletries from friends; raising money; 

making wise purchases; hand-fashioning lovely 

items that are crocheted, knitted, and/or sewn with 

love and concern; sorting and stickering donations 

and purchases; communicating with representatives 

of our partner agencies; allocating our gifts so they 

go to those people who truly need them and through 

agencies that are able to distribute them; packing 

our contributions for “needy” clients of our team 

agencies; and keeping complete records of all our 

activities. 

 

Whether you are a person who contributes items or 

financial support, one who helps with collections 

and/or purchases, is part of our auction success, or 

invites others to get involved, know you are a 

special part of the Southampton Branch…a 

community of people working together to help 

others through rough times.   
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“All labor that uplifts humanity has dignity 

and importance and should be undertaken with 

painstaking excellence.”  

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
 



NGA WORD SEARCH 

By Doris Woodrow 

 

S  G  C  O  T  O  I  L  E  T  R  I  E  S 

F  T  T  R  E  A  S  U  R  E  S  J  O  X 

A  M  Y  T  I  R  A  H  C  O  W  D  L  G 

I  C  E  C  R  E  A  M  S  O  C  I  A  L 

G  M  S  O  R  T  I  N  G  B  H  E  L  P 

K  Y  L  E  A  M  E  R  I  C  A  A  L  X 

J  M  G  N  I  H  T  O  L  C  W  E  N  J 

N  O  I  S  S  E  S  G  N  I  K  R  O  W 

S  H  O  P  P  I  N  G  X  M  W  Q  L  S 

C  O  O  P  E  R  A  T  I  O  N  D  A  N 

D  K  R  O  W  E  L  D  E  E  N  G  B  E 

D  I  S  T  R  I  B  U  T  I  O  N  E  N 

J  Y  G  N  I  D  D  I  B  S  I  A  L  I 

F  U  N  P  A  N  O  I  T  C  U  A  S  L 

 
 
 

                                 America linens                              distribution 

                                 auction needlework                   toiletries 

                                 bidding new clothing                 treasures 

                                 charity shopping                        sorting 

                                 cooperation                       ice cream social            help 

                                 working session                                                                         fun                                  labels 

 

 

SUMMER’S OVER 

 
Summer is over and the living is not easy for many 

people.  That’s especially true for those who are 

poor and can’t provide for their own and/or their 

family’s basic needs.  What a situation to find 

yourself in! Thank goodness we can only imagine 

that situation, but are busy doing something to 

alleviate it for others.   
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IF YOU WISH TO GIVE 
 

If you wish to make a memorial, celebration, and/or 

general donation to the Southampton Branch of 

NGA, you may make the check payable to 

Southampton Branch of NGA and mail it to Karen 

Fesmire, Treasurer, 960 E Maple Dr., Southampton, 

Pennsylvania 18966. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our branch is celebrating 76 years of a good, old 

idea.  What a tradition! 

  

 

Jerry Apps in Rural Wisdom…Time-

Honored Values of the Midwest under New 

and Old Ideas reflects: “Take some time to 

figure out what of the old you want to keep, 

and what new ideas you want to follow.  

Caring about people is an old idea; buying a 

big new tractor is a new idea.”  

 

 

 



AGENCIES COMMENT 

 

We recently asked our partner agencies how our 

gifts help or will help their needy clients.  Here are 

some of the responses. 

 

Belmont Center for Comprehensive Treatment 

 

“In the past year several clients have lost all 

clothing either to fire or bedbug infestation.  NGA 

products have been a Godsend to these people who 

have nothing.  The highlight of our client’s year is 

the days when we have clothing, et from NGA to 

give to them.” 

 

Impact Services Corp. 

 

“Kensington is one of the poorest zip codes in 

Philadelphia.  Every piece of clothing, toiletries and 

diapers are used for our needy clients.  They 

appreciate the support as you are our only service 

agency providing hygiene/domestic support.” 

 

Nationalities Service Center 

 

“Donations will primarily be distributed to newly 

arrived refugees from Congo, Iraq, Bhutan, Burma 

and Sudan.  Each needs to furnish a home and 

develop a wardrobe that suits Philadelphia.” 

 

Seeds of Love 

 

“The needs of our people seem to be an ongoing 

situation.  Every time I turn around someone is 

asking for clothes – used or new.  There is a great 

need in our community for all that we can get.  I 

have gotten to the place where I go into my personal 

closets to get clothes for the needy.  Thanks for all 

you do.” 

 

VALUABLE LESSON 
An Immeasurable Gift 

By Lynn Castle 

 

America is an extremely giving nation.  It seems to 

be part of our nature to volunteer or give financially 

to those less fortunate than ourselves.  A wonderful 

way to teach your children this valuable lesson 

would be to make volunteering a part of your family 

traditions and memories.  Particularly during the 

holiday season, giving of your time, talents and  

resources tells your children and grandchildren that 

the essence of the celebration is what we give to 

others.  NGA gives families the opportunity to give 

time and resources.  During Ingathering in October, 

or anytime during the year, a family can give their 

time by helping to sort and label items or use their 

resources to purchase items to be given to the less 

fortunate. Needs know no season, so you could 

consider helping others anytime. Consider buying a 

special outfit for a needy child on your child’s 

birthday and have him/her pick it out. Valuable 

lessons are taught when families make giving to 

others a priority.  Pass on the gift of caring this year 

by giving to NGA with your family. The benefits 

are immeasurable. 

 

 
Janet and Doris helped sort t-shirts even though it was 

room set up day.  When there is a job to do, they are 

happy to pitch in. 

 

 

HELPFUL HINTS FOR DONATIONS 
 

1. Infant and items for children through 

elementary school are most needed. 

2. Items for mem are needed more than things 

for women. 

3. Any size new clothes, linens, and toiletries 

are needed by clients of our partner 

agencies. 

4. Throws and covers should be a minimum of 

36” by 4”. 

5. If you are making or buying hats, pre-school 

and elementary sizes are most needed. 
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Southampton Branch 2014 Fall Newsletter  
C/o M. Trembath, President 
7 Kay Drive 

Churchville, PA 18966 
 

Check us out at Laura’s website 

www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 
 

NGA is registered as required.  A copy of the 

official registration and financial information 

may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 

Department of State by calling, 1-800-732-0999. 

Registration does not imply endorsement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41
th

 Annual Fall Auction  

 

Proceeds to buy new clothes for neighbors in urgent need 
 

 

Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Depression 

Glass, Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Dolls, 

Vintage Clothing, Household/Kitchen Items, Books, 

Small Furniture, Pottery, Old Sheet Music and 

Magazines, Tools, Collectibles, Military Items, 

Frames, Handwork, Prints and Paintings,  

and Much More… 
 

Saturday – November 22, 2014 
9 am – 3:30 pm ish (Doors Open at 8:30 am) 

 

North & Southampton Reformed Church 

East Wing Auditorium 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 

 

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch Available 
 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA  

Volunteer 501 (c) (3) Charity Since 1938 

 

Check www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org during the  

week of auction for a more detailed listing. 
 
 

Sale items accepted Sunday, 

 November 16 from 1:30-2:30 pm only. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Branch Calendar at a Glance 
 
October 8, 2014  Working Session 9 – noon  sorting 
 

October 19 - 23, 2014 Ingathering – auditorium 

 19th – Room Set-up 

 20th – 3 – 5 and 7 – 9 pm sorting, allocating, packing 

 21st – 9:30 – 11:30 am and 6 - 8:30 pm 

 22nd – 9:30 – noon, 1:30 – 3 (if needed) 7 – 8:30 scouts  

 23rd – 9:30 – 10:30 Agency pick up (out by noon) 
  

November 12, 2014 Working Session 9 – noon  sorting 

Branch Luncheon Meeting Noon – Meeting starts at 12:30 

This is the official notice of this meeting.  Elections to be 

held.  All are welcome.  
 

**November 16, 2014 Auction Setup in auditorium (1 - 5) 

Accept auction sale items (1:30 – 

2:30pm)   

November 16 thru 19 setup, sort, pack to pass on 
 

AUCTION November 22, 2014 starting at 9 am until 3:30 ish 

 

December 10, 2014 Working Session – 9 til noon 

distribution  

 

January 14, 2015  Working Session – 9 til noon sorting 

 

February 11, 2015 Working Session – 9 til noon 

distribution 

 

Next NGA auction is March 21, 2015.   

Mark your calendar. 

http://www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org/

