
 

 SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH 

 NEWSLETTER 

 SPRING 2018 
News and views from our local branch!

Upcoming Event 
Spring Auction March 17 

Drop-Off March 11 1:30-3pm 

Sorting March 12-15 AM & PM 

 

 

“Mismatched” Ice Cream Social 
When? Friday, June 8, 2018 (Ice Cream at 6:30pm) 

Where? North & Southampton Reformed Church 

Auditorium, 1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 

18966 

Who? Anyone interested in our NGA Branch and 

ready to celebrate our accomplishments and have 

fun. All ages and friends welcome. 

What? Come dressed in your finest mismatched 

attire! 

How? Contact Bev at bbarcalow@gmail.com or  

215-760-8474 between May 22 and May 31 to 

reserve your spot. We NEED your response to plan. 

Please state your last name (spell if by phone) and 

the number in your party coming to our event. 

 

 

Monthly Working Session 
Please join us for our monthly working sessions on 

the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 9am-12pm 

at the North & Southampton Reformed Church in 

the All Purpose Room. We come together each 

month to process new clothes, toiletries, and linens 

and distribute to local agencies. They are smaller 

versions of our annual Ingathering, but still play a 

big role in our overall success! 

 

 

Quick Reminders 
Choose “Southampton Branch of NGA” for… 

 Your Amazon Smile partner 

 Your United Way Donor Choice Code 024360 

NGA Is A Solution 
What are some of the barriers, the obstacles, poor 

people have to overcome or at least contend with? 

Well, what do you think? There’s food, shelter, 

health, employment, hygiene, communication, 

transportation, heat, clothes, utilities, insurance – to 

name a few. Let’s be fair and pay attention to all the 

barriers poor people actually face and not just the 

ones the richer classes assume they do. 

 

We in NGA are part of the solution for many poor 

people. We alleviate the barrier of season 

inappropriate, ill-fitted clothing and poor personal 

hygiene by giving new clothes, 

linens, and basic toiletries. This 

allows folks to go out and fit into 

society. We are fortunate that we 

each have a choice in what we wear 

and how often we wash. When we 

go out, others are far less likely to 

judge us on how we look. The folks who are 

suffering from poverty are blessed that we do not 

judge them, but strive to provide solutions - our 

gifts - that help them towards a better life. 

 

 

Great Items at Great Prices! 
We have a dedicated team of volunteers who are 

always on the lookout for current-style, good-

quality clothes and linens at rock bottom sale prices. 

If you’d like to help us find good buys and 

remarkable sales, contact Doris at 215-355-0198. 

 

Suggested Maximum Prices 

Underwear  $1  Towels  $2 

Socks   $0.50  T-Shirts $2 

Sheets Sets $10  Sweats  $3 

Jackets  $15  Blankets $4 

Washcloths $0.30  Hats/Gloves $1 



In The News 

 

I came across two news articles over the holidays 

that reminded me of the NGA Mission of 

“Providing New Clothes for New Tomorrows.” 

Here are some excerpts. 

 

 

1st grader asks for food, blanket in 

heartbreaking letter to Santa 
Ruth Espiricueta, a first-grade teacher at Monte 

Cristo Elementary School in Edinburg, Texas, asked 

her students to write a letter to Santa Claus about 

something they want and something they need, after 

a lesson about the difference between the two. 

When school was dismissed for the day, Espiricueta 

began reading the letters and was taken aback in 

particular by one student's note. 

 

The 7-year-old girl wrote to Santa, “I have [been] 

good this day. This Christmas I would like a ball 

and a food. I need a [blanket].” 

 

“I never expected for students to ask for things we 

usually take for granted," Espiricueta told ABC 

News. "I was heartbroken because no one should 

ever go hungry or be cold on winter nights.” 

 

The next day, Espiricueta asked the student about 

her letter to Santa. The girl said she wanted a ball, 

rather than a doll, so both she and her brother could 

play with the toy. She 

told the teacher she 

wanted eggs for food. "I 

had no idea she was 

going through hard times 

being that she is always 

at school with a big 

smile," Espiricueta said 

of her student. 

 

The girl was not the only student to ask for basic 

necessities in her letter to Santa, Espiricueta said. 

More than one in five children in Texas -- about 

22.4 percent -- live in poverty, according to 2016 

data from the U.S. Census Bureau. 

 
http://abcnews.go.com/amp/US/1st-grader-asks-food-blanket-

heartbreaking-letter-santa/story?id=51832337 

 

Kids’ Heartbreakingly Simple  

Christmas Requests  
During the holiday season, a certain non-profit 

organization collects Christmas gifts for foster 

children. This year, they decided to have every child 

write their wish list on a tag, which members of the 

community collected and then used to buy gifts to 

fulfill each kid’s wish. 

 

Their sobering responses weren’t that of a typical 

child at Christmas. None of them asked for this 

year’s hottest toy, or another video game to add to 

their collection. No, the children who filled out 

these tags listed their 

“innermost dreams”—

things that should be part 

of everyone’s childhood. 

 

‘A Dad,’ ‘new clothes so I 

won’t get picked on,’ or 

something as simple as ‘a 

comb.’ Perhaps most 

heart-wrenching was the teen boy who asked for 

feminine hygiene products for his younger sister, so 

she wouldn’t have to keep missing school. 

 

Every tag is connected to a child who wants to 

believe that someone in the world cares about their 

well-being. If we can show them for one moment 

that someone put their needs ahead of their own, 

maybe they will finally believe that what they have 

endured does not need to define who they grow up 

to be. We can carve a brighter future for children 

who don’t have the luxury of basic necessities, let 

alone a mother or father who shows them 

unconditional love, support and encouragement. 

 
https://faithit.com/kids-heartbreakingly-simple-christmas-

requests-go-viral-every-person-america-needs-read/ 

 

If you wish to make a memorial, celebration, or 

general donation to our branch, please send a check 

payable to “Southampton Branch of NGA” to  

Karen Fesmire, Treasurer, 960 E. Maple Drive, 

Southampton, PA 18966 

.

“What they 

have endured 

does not need to 

define who they 

grow up to be” 

“I never 

expected for 

students to ask 

for things we 

usually take for 

granted” 



A Picture’s Worth A 1000 Words 

 

 
Lynn and Tom discuss toy cars for sale at the auction. 

 

 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears would trade all their 

porridge for hot cups of NGA auction soup. 

 

 
Charlene enjoys the sunrise on auction morning. 

 

 
The Barbie Dream House was this past Christmas’s 

hottest toy, and you could have bought the original at 

our last auction! 

 
Mertz was back as auctioneer! 

 

 
Let’s hope the Phillies have a good season. We often 

have sports memorabilia at the auction. 

 

 
Paul has spent many years helping sell items, assisted by 

the Pannapacker kids and local Girl Scout troops. 

 

Our Spring and Fall auctions couldn’t be as 

successful as they are without the help of countless 

volunteers (and buyers) through the years. We’re 

looking forward to the Spring auction on March 17. 

Hope to see you there! 



Get Involved in NGA 

 

Wanted: Sewers 
Do you or a friend like to sew and have no special 

projects at this time of year? We’d love to have 

your help in sewing pillow cases, fitted sheets, baby 

bags, and outfits for infants and toddlers. 

Sometimes we get new damaged items that need to 

be refashioned too. In fact, whatever you like to 

sew, we can provide the supplies to meet your 

creative urge. 

 

Call Lynn (267-987- 0578), Mertz (215-357- 0121), 

or email nga.southampton@gmail.com and we will 

try to set you up. Supplies are typically available the 

2nd Wednesday of the month at the North and 

Southampton Reformed Church, Bristol Road, 

Churchville, PA 18966. 

 

 

2018 Calendar 
Working Session February 14, 9am-12pm 

Spring Auction Set-Up March 11-15 

Spring Auction 2018 March 17, 9am-4pm 

Working Session April 11, 9am-12pm 

Working Session May 9, 9am-12pm 

Ice Cream Social June 8, 6:30-8pm 

Working Session June 13, 9am-12pm 

Working Session September 12, 9am-12pm 

Fall Ingathering 2018 October 14-18 

Working Session November 14, 9am-12pm 

Director’s Luncheon November 14, 12:30pm 

Fall Auction Set-Up November 11-15 

Fall Auction 2018 November 17, 9am-4pm 

Working Session December 12, 9am-12pm 

 

 

From A Partner Agency 
 “Your generous donations have helped our families 

greatly. Most of these families must decide between 

paying the rent, putting food on the table, or 

clothing their children.  

 

These donations help ease the burden in a small 

area, but yet to the family that is so needy, this is a 

wonderful gift. Some families can’t afford a pair of 

shoes or clothing for their children. With the high 

cost of heating, there will be an even greater need.”  

Fall Auction 2017 Report 

Over 70 volunteers - men, women, and kids - 

worked together to staff our fall auction. We 

recorded 24 households donating items for sale. 

Income was generated as follows: 

 

Kitchen/Cake $513.90 

Jewelry Table 311.45 

$0.50 + Table 216.90 

General Sales 3621.00 

Donations 186.00 

Total Income $4849.25 

 

That’s a lot of treasured trash being re-purposed and 

yummy homemade food being eaten. These sales 

have had a huge impact on the extent of our mission 

– to provide new clothes, linens and toiletries to 

neighbors in need. 

 

 

These 

binoculars 

are 

“looking 

forward” to 

seeing you 

at our next 

auction on 

March 17! 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Hints 
 Items are needed for all ages, but infant and 

preschoolers are most often overlooked. 

 Throws, afghans, and covers should be a 

minimum of 36” by 45”. 

 This is a great time of year to find change-of-

season clothes on sale. Check the back racks 

of your favorite stores. 

 We give our gifts all year round and store 

items for the next season as much as possible. 

 All men, women, teens, and kids are 

encouraged to be an active part of our branch. 

Reach out and invite others to join our efforts. 
 



Voices of our Volunteers 

 

Angels On Earth 
By Mertz Trembath 

 

Kathy sent me a note and a copy of the 2016 

Jan/Feb Guidepost publication entitled “Angels on 

Earth.” The booklet included the article Made With 

Love. The article told of a woman who had felt so 

good when she was a child and was given a new, 

hand-fashioned dress. She carried that into her adult 

life by making her foster child a special dress. She 

continues the tradition by making outfits for a foster 

organization in ME. 

 

Kathy’s note said, “This article screams NGA to 

me. I thought of Mary Vickrey and the hundreds of 

cute sun suits and dresses she made. What fond 

memories!” 

 

Maybe you have fond memories of Mary Thompson 

and her lovingly created baby bags, or Catherine 

Bagley and her hundreds of fitted sheets and 

pillowcases, or Virginia Boyer and the numerous 

colorful knitted hats she made each year (her 

daughter Kate continues to produce lovely, cozy 

hats), or Ann Simon and her beautifully sewn 

nighties, jumpers, and outfits. I’m sure you can 

think of others. 

 

We continue to have folks who labor in love to 

provide new clothes, linens and toiletries for their 

less fortunate neighbors. They are inspired by the 

fact that their lives are enriched by this labor. That 

screams NGA to me, too. 

 

 

Special Thanks 
We’d like to express our sincere thanks to all the 

people who helped us in 2017. 

 

We’d like to thank our officers and the 

Coordinating Committee. They make sure we are 

functioning according to our bylaws and policy; and 

oversee our purchases, funding, distribution, 

investments, and volunteers. Special events and 

communications are also part of their 

responsibilities. We thank Lynn who took over 

leadership this year during Mertz’ illness. 

We also want to recognize and thank all our 

volunteers. Some volunteers are auction experts, 

some excel in purchases, others are part of the 

distribution team, and some are an important part of 

each of these activities, still others knit, crochet and 

sew lovely creations. Directors are volunteers who 

collect items and/or money from others and we 

thank them, too. 

 

Contributors are special people who donate new 

items or money to purchase them. Folks remember 

others with honorary, memorial, and general 

financial donations to the branch. United Way and 

Matched Corporate gifts 

are very helpful and 

appreciated. Others make 

contributions of new 

clothes, linens, and 

toiletries. We are very 

thankful for all our 

generous contributors. 

 

We also want to recognize those people who 

support us at our auctions – those who donate 

things, time, and come and buy our treasures. What 

fun and for such a good cause! We thank those who 

spend a couple of hours or the day on those less 

than comfortable chairs and help us raise funds to 

further our mission. 

 

Then there are the representatives of our partner 

agencies who help get our gifts to their needy 

clients. They are an important part of the conduit 

that takes our gifts to those people in urgent need. 

We appreciate their help. 

 

We want to thank the pastors, consistory, staff, and 

congregation of the North and Southampton 

Reformed Church for their generous support of all 

of our varied activities. The use of the church 

facility is a vital part of our accomplishments as a 

local mission. We recognize their part in our 

success with extra special thanks! 

 

Our branch is truly grassroots. Caring people and 

volunteers of all ages work together to give others a 

chance for a better life. For you, we give thanks. 



44
th

 Annual Spring Auction 
 

Saturday – March 17, 2018 
9am – 4pm (Doors Open at 8:30am) 

 

Antiques and Early Attic, Linens, Jewelry, Depression 

Glass, Coverlets, Ephemera, Old Toys and Dolls, 

Vintage Clothing, Pottery, Household/Kitchen Items, 

Local Memorabilia, Old Photos, Old and Modern Books, 

Small Furniture, Old Sheet Music and Magazines, Tools, 

Collectibles, Military Items, Frames, Handwork, Prints 

and Paintings, and Much Much More… 

 

North & Southampton Reformed Church 

1380 Bristol Road, Churchville, PA 18966 

 

Homemade Refreshments and Lunch Available 

 

Sponsored by the Southampton Branch of NGA 

Volunteer 501(c)(3) Charity Since 1938 

 

All proceeds buy new clothes for neighbors in need 

 

Items accepted March 11 from 1:30-3pm only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M. Trembath, President 
 7 Kay Drive 

 Churchville, PA 18966 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 
 

Our branch website: 

www.ngasouthamptonbranch.org 

 

Our email address: 

nga.southampton@gmail.com 

 
NGA is registered as required. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the  

Pennsylvania Department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999.Registration does not imply endorsement. 


